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Erica Lilleleht 
Curriculum Vitae  

             
Department of Psychology      Te: 206.296.5399 (W) 
Seattle University       Email:  elillele@seattleu.edu  
901 12th Avenue, PO Box 222000         
Seattle, WA 98122-1090 
            
             
EDUCATION 
Psy.D., 1997 Clinical Psychology, Rutgers - The State University of New Jersey 
  Specializations: Severe Psychopathology; History of Psychiatry 

Dissertation Title: Discipline and the mad self: Psychiatric rehabilitation, moral  
treatment, and the chronically mentally ill 

Dissertation Chair and Academic Advisor: Louis Sass, Ph.D.  
 
B.S., 1987 High Honors, The College of William and Mary 
  Major: Psychology 
  Minor: Biology 
 
TEACHING POSITIONS 
1999-present Associate Professor of Psychology    Seattle University, WA 

• History and Schools of Psychology 
• Senior Seminar 
• Abnormal Psychology 
• Personality Adjustment 
• Introduction to Psychology 
• Honors in Psychology 
• Madness and Society (graduate) 
• World of the Clinic (graduate) 

 
1997-99  Assistant Professor of Psychology   Berry College, Mt. Berry, GA 

• Introduction to Psychology: Fall 1997 (2 sections), Spring 1998; Fall 1998  
• History and Systems of Psychology: Fall 1997, Spring 1998, Fall 1998, Spring 1999 
• Tests and Measures: Fall 1997, Spring 1999 
• Abnormal Psychology: Spring 1998, Fall 1998 
• Advanced Abnormal Psychology: Spring 1998 
• Research Practicum: Fall 1997-Spring 1999 

 
1991-92  Lecturer in Psychology   Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ 

• Abnormal Psychology: Fall 1991, Spring 1992 
• Atypical Development in Fieldwork: Fall 1989-Spring 1991 

 
RELATED PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Harvard Medical School/Massachusetts Mental Health Center, 1994-1995 
Clinical Fellow and Psychology Chief.  
 
Harvard Medical School/MMHC, 1993-1994 
Clinical Fellow and Predoctoral Psychology Internship.  
 
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey at New Brunswick, 1990-1993 
Psychotherapist and Psychological Examiner, Rutgers Psychological Clinic. 
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PUBLICATIONS 
Lilleleht, E. (under review). Butting heads? American practical phrenology and the business of reform. 

 History of Psychology (revised & resubmitted, December 2018).  
 
Halling, S., Lilleleht, E., Krycka, K. & Sayre, G. (in press). Vital research conversations: Pivoting past  
 impasse in qualitative research. Journal of Humanistic Psychology. 
 
Lilleleht, E. (2015). “Assuming the Privilege” of bridging divides – Abigail Fowler-Chumos, practical  
 phrenology, and America’s Gilded Age. History of Psychology, 18,414-432.. 
 
Lilleleht, E., Halling, S. Krycka, K., & Sayre, S. (accepted, under revision). Just talk? Exploring the  
 importance of vital conversation in the research process. Manuscript submitted to the Journal of  
 Humanistic Psychology. 
 
Lilleleht, E. (2010). Looking for the words: Relationship, discourse, and the APA. International Journal  
 of Qualitative Methods (abstract only). 
 
Lilleleht, E. & Nguyen, T. (2006). Together and apart, within and without: Vietnamese  

perceptions, Western medicine, and a different view of madness. International Readings on 
Theory, History and Philosophy of Culture, 22, 54-68. 

 
Hy, L. X., Nguyen, T., Lilleleht, E., Nguyen, D. H., & Howard, R. W. (2006). Vietnamese cultural and  
 religious feminity: Implications for conflict management and synergy. International Readings on  

Theory, History and Philosophy of Culture, 22, 565-577. 
 
Lilleleht, E. (2005). Paradox in practice? The rhetoric of psychiatric rehabilitation. International Journal of  
 Psychosocial Rehabilitation, 10(1).89-103. 
 
Lilleleht, E., Bumpus, M. R., & Hy, L. X. (2005). The spirit is willing but the foundation is weak:  
 Spirituality and psychotherapy. Review of L. J. Miller, Spiritual Awareness Psychotherapy.  
 PsycCritiques – Contemporary Psychology: APA Review of Books. 
 
Howard, R., Lilleleht, E., & Hy, L. X. (2005). The colors of our skin and the contents of our character.  
 Review of V. Siddle Walker and J. Snarey (Eds.), Race-ing Moral Formation: African American  
 Perspectives on Care and Justice. PsycCRITIQUES—Contemporary Psychology: APA Review of 

 Books, 50 (12). 
 
Lilleleht, E. (2002). Progress and power: Exploring the disciplinary connections between moral treatment 

and psychiatric rehabilitation. Philosophy, Psychiatry, and Psychology, 9(2), 167-182. 
 
Lilleleht, E. (2002). Listening, acting, and the quest for alternatives: A response to Charland and Bracken.  

Philosophy, Psychiatry, and Psychology, 9(2), 189-191. 
 
Lilleleht, E. (1997). Discipline and the mad self: Psychiatric rehabilitation, moral treatment, and the   

chronically mentally ill (Doctoral dissertation, Rutgers University, 1997). Dissertation Abstracts   
International, 58(04), 2127B.  

 
Lilleleht, E. & Leiblum, S.R. (1993). Schizophrenia and sexuality: A critical review of the literature.  

Annual Review of Sex Research, 4, 247-276. 
 
Harris, S.L., Celiberti, D., & Lilleleht, E. (1993). Autism and developmental disorders. In A Bellack & M. 
 Hersen (eds.), Handbook of behavior therapy in the psychiatric setting (pp. 499-511). New York:  

Plenum Press. 
 
Handleman, J.S., Harris, S.L., Celiberti, D., Lilleleht, E., & Tomchek, L. (1991). Developmental changes of   
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preschool children with autism and normally developing peers. Infant-Toddler Review, 1(2), 137- 
143. 

 
Lilleleht, E. (1991). Working with siblings: A multifaceted group experience. Autism: A Special Interest  

Group Newsletter, 6(3), 8-9. 
 
Lilleleht, E. (1990). The BABAT conference review. Autism: A Special Interest Group Newsletter, 6(1), 1- 

2. 
 
Thompson, R.W., Lilleleht, E., & Terman, C.A. (1986). Observations of raccoon predatory behavior on   

white-footed mice (abstract). Virginia Journal of Science, 37, 73. 
 
PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS 
Lilleleht, E. (June, 2018). “Two Gentlemen Stand Ahead of the Rest … Miss Elsie Cassell Smith and Miss  
 Alice L. Drew” - Women of the American Institute of Phrenology. Paper presented at the 50th  
 annual meeting of Cheiron, The International Society for the History of the Behavioral Sciences ,  
 University of Akron, Akron, OH.  
 
Lilleleht, E. (June, 2017). Butting heads? Gendering the theories and practices of American phrenology.  
 Paper presented at the annual meeting of Cheiron, The International Society for the History of the  
 Behavioral Sciences, Mississippi State University, Starkville, MS. 
 
Lilleleht, E. (February, 2016). Woman’s work? Phrenology, identity, and American women. Paper  
 presented at  Seattle University’s College of Arts & Sciences Work-in-Progress Seminar. 
 
Lilleleht, E. (August, 2015). Expecting the Unexpected: Autopathography as a path to experiential  
 understanding. Paper presented at the International Human Science Conference, Sør-Trøndelag  
 University College, Trondheim, Norway. 
 
Halling, S. Lilleleht, E., Schulz, J. (August, 2014). “Here I stand, I can do no other:” Being-at-home in  
 academia. Paper presented at the International Human Science Research Conference (panel  
 presentation), St. Xavier University, Antigonish, Nova Scotia, Canada. 

 
Lilleleht, E. & Schulz, J. (June, 2012). The poetics of empathy. Paper presented at the International Human  
 Science Research Conference, Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 
 
Lilleleht, E. (April, 2012). Expecting the unexpected. Paper presented at the annual Giving Voice to  
 Experience Methodology Conference, Seattle, WA.  
 
Schulz, J. & Lilleleht, E. (July, 2011). Rediscovering empathy: Edith Stein, phenomenology, and the  
 therapeutic culture. Paper presented at the International Human Science Research  
 Conference, Oxford, UK. 
  
Halling, S., Krycka, K. Lilleleht, E., & Sayre, G. (August, 2010). Vital conversations as foundational: How  

researchers can bring phenomena into the room. Paper presented at the International Human 
Science Research Conference, Seattle, WA. 

 
Lilleleht, E. (2009, October). Building community through eccentricity: The Hoo-Hoo at the AYPE. Paper  
 presented at the MOHAI Discovering the AYPE Conference. Seattle, WA. 
  
Lilleleht, E. (2008, October). Looking for the words: Relationship, discourse, and the APA. Paper accepted 

for presentation at the International Qualitative Health Research Conference, Banff, Alberta,  
Canada. 

 
Notman, J., & Lilleleht, E. (2006, August). Discovering flow in triathletes. Paper presented at the  
 International Human Science Research Conference. Pleasant Hill, CA. 
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Lilleleht, E. & Nguyen, T. (2005, January). Together and apart, within and without: Vietnamese  
 perceptions, Western medicine, and a different view of madness. Paper presented at the 8th  
 International Conference on Philosophy and Culture, Seattle, WA. 
 
Lilleleht, E. (2005, January). The psychological and philosophical challenges of contemporary culture. 

Invited panel participant at the 8th International Conference on Philosophy and Culture, Seattle,  
WA. 
• videoconference with Russian Humanities University, Moscow, Russia 

 
Hy, L. X., Nguyen, T. N., Lilleleht, E. (2005, January). Vietnamese cultural and religious feminity:  

Implications for conflict management and synergy. Paper presented at the 8th International 
Conference on Philosophy and Culture, Seattle, WA. 

 
Lilleleht, E. (2004, August). “But I’m not an artist!” College students discover creativity. Paper presented  
 at  the annual meeting of the International Human Science Research Conference, St. Catherine’s,  
 Ontario, Canada. 
 
Lilleleht, E., Lynch, E., & Wolf, J. (2004, June). Engaging in history: Conceptual portraits in a history of  
 psychology course. Poster presented at Seattle University's annual All College Day. Seattle,  
 Washington. 
 
Lilleleht, E. (2002, June). Words to live by? Using rhetoric of inquiry to examine the dilemmas of  

psychiatric rehabilitation. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the International Human  
Sciences Research Conference, Victoria, BC, Canada. 

 
Lilleleht, E. & Fuchs, A. (2002, June). Teaching the history of psychology, with ideas about teaching the  

history of the human sciences. Workshop presented at the annual meeting of Cheiron: The  
International Society for the History of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Eugene, Oregon. 
• lead organizer and participant  

 
Lilleleht, E., Lynch, E., & Wolf, J. (2002, June). Visualizing the histories of psychology: Conceptual  

portraits as a teaching technique. Poster presented at the annual meeting of Cheiron: The  
International Society for the History of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Eugene, Oregon. 

 
Lilleleht, E. (2001, June). Progress and power: Exploring the disciplinary connections between moral  

treatment and psychiatric rehabilitation. Paper presented at the annual meeting of Cheiron: The  
International Society for the History of the Behavioral and Social Sciences, Bloomington, IN. 

 
Lilleleht, E. (2001, March). Abandoning understanding: Language, mental health practice and the ‘mad  

among us.’ Invited paper presented at the Masters in Psychology Alumni and Student Gathering,  
Seattle University. 

 
Lilleleht, E. (2000, February). Handcuffed and furious: Doctors and patients at a Southern asylum. Paper  

presented to Seattle University’s College of Arts & Sciences Work-in-Progress Seminar. 
 
Lilleleht, E. (1999, February). Paradox and paralysis: The rhetoric of psychiatric rehabilitation. Paper  

presented at the annual meeting on Advances in Qualitative Methods, Edmonton, Alberta. 
 
Lilleleht, E. (1998, December). Fragmentary beings: Schizophrenia and the experience of self. Paper   

presented at the Berry College Honors Seminar, Mt. Berry, GA.  
 
Celiberti, D., Lilleleht, E., & Arnold, M. (1991, March). Everything you wanted to know about siblings but  

were afraid to ask: A workshop for parents. Workshop presented at the Annual Meeting of the NJ   
Center for Outreach and Services for the Autism Community (COSAC), New Brunswick, NJ. 
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Celiberti, D., Lilleleht, E., Keefe, B., Tomchek, L., & Arnold, M. (1990, October). The Small Wonders   
Preschool: Discussion of teaching strategies to enhance play and socialization in children with  
autism. Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the Berkshire Association for Behavior 

Analysis  
and Therapy, Amherst, MA. 

 
Lilleleht, E. (1988, October). Identity achievement and intimacy status: Using discriminant function  

analysis to predict gender role orientation in college students. Paper presented at the Annual 
 Meeting of the New England Psychological  Association, Salem, MA. 
 
Lilleleht, E. (1987, March). The effects of gender and sex role orientation on identity and intimacy   

achievement. In J. Jones (Chair), Student/faculty information exchange for enhancing research in   
progress. Symposium - Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Psychological Association, Atlanta,  
 GA. 

 
Lilleleht, E., Thompson, R.W., & Terman, C.A. (1986, April). Observations of raccoon predatory behavior  

on white-footed mice. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Virginia Academy of Science,  
Harrisonburg, VA. 

 
FUNDED GRANTS & AWARDS (Selected) 
Outstanding Academic Advisor, College of Arts & Sciences, Seattle University, 2017 
 
Lilleleht, E. (principle investigator) (2004). “I hated serving as an observer”: New voices and perspectives 

in the histories of psychology. Student Research Grant, College of Arts & Sciences, Seattle  
University. Funding Level: 35 hours of work-study. 

 
Lilleleht, E. (principle investigator) (1998). Madness and the Mason-Dixon Line: History of the Southern   

Asylum Project. Faculty Development Grant, Berry College. Funding Level: $1000.00 
 
 
SERVICE (Selected) 
Institutional  
2018   College of Arts & Sciences – Hickey & Le Roux Endowed Chairs Selection  
   Committee 
2018   College of Arts & Sciences – All College Day Awards Selection Committee 
2017   College of Arts & Sciences Faculty-Staff Senate – T/TT Representative for  
   Graduate & Professional Programs 
2017   Associate Dean Selection Committee – College of Arts & Sciences, SU 
2017   Salary Equity Committee – College of Arts & Sciences, SU 
2010-2016  Chair – Psychology Department, SU 
2010-2013  Chair, A & S Executive Committee Sub Committee on Rank & Tenure Policy 
2009-2010  Organizing Committee for SU hosted International Human Science Research  
   Conference 
2008-2010  Associate Chair – Psychology Department, SU 
2008-2010  Chair, Curriculum Committee –Psychology Department, SU 
2006-2010  Faculty Director – Departmental Honors Program 
2002-2006  Faculty Advisor for Psi Chi – The National Psychology Honor Society, SU 
2002-2006  Steering Committee – Faculty Assembly of the College of Arts & Sciences, SU 
2000-2004  Curriculum Committee – College of Arts & Sciences, SU 
 



Lilleleht – CV 

 6 

Professional  
2018 – Present  Reviewer for APA – Division 26 Journal, History of Psychology 
2017 – Present  Reviewer for the American Philosophical Society  
2011 – Present  APA Division 26 Program Reviewer 
2009-2010  Dissertation Committee of John Freeth, doctoral candidate, The experience of  
   insight: An existential-phenomenological study, University of Pretoria, South 

Africa. 
2003   APA Division 26 Representative to the Committee on Women in Psychology 
2000-2008  History of Science Society 
2000-Present  Textbook Reviewer for Harcourt College Publishers 
1998-Present  Cheiron: The International Society for the History of Behavioral and Social  
   Sciences; Member and Reviewer for Annual Conferences 


